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"Don't move, ),ou bastard, or you'll be sleeping next to your
friend," said the ofTicer.

Lucien couldn't have moyed if he'd wanted to; he was

frozen with fear.

The officer walked over to the body, then turned and
strolled up to Lucien as if he were going to ask him for a light.
About thirty years old, the man had a fine aquiline nose and
very dark, un-Aryan brown eyes, which now stared deeply into
Lucien's gray-blue ones. Lucien was unnerved. Shortly after
the Germans took oyer, several pamphlets had been written by
Frenchmen on how to deal with the occupiers. Maintain dig-
nity and distance, do not talk to them, and above all, avoid eye

contact. In the animal wodd, direct eye contact was a challenge
and a form of aggression. But Lucien couldn't avoid breaking
this rule with the German's eyes just ten centimeters from his.

"He's not my friend," Lucien said in a quiet voice.
The German's face broke out into a wide grin.
"This kike is nobody's friend anymore," said the officer,

r,vhose uniform indicated he was a major in the Waffen-SS.
The two soldiers laughed.

Though Lucien was so scared that he thought he had pissed
himself, he knew he had to act quickly or he could be lying
dead on the ground next. Lucien managed a shallow breath to
brace himself and to think. One of the strangest things about
the Occupation was how incredibly pleasant and polite the
Germans were when dealing rvith their defeated French sub-
jects. They even gave up their seats on the Metro to the elderly.

Lucien tried the same tack.
"Is that your bullet lodged in the gendeman's skull?" he asked.

"Yes, it is. Just one shot," the major said. "But it's really not
all that impressive. Jews aren't very athletic. They run so damn
slow it's never much of a cha11enge."

:::: fgo ptH,.

The major began to go thr:
out papers and a handsome a.i:
in the side pocket of his gre e r-
up at Lucien.

"But thank you so much t,tr
A wave of relief swept over L -.

"You're most welcome, ]l;r:
The officer stood. "You r:r.

gest you visit a men's room frr. ,

He gestured with his grav glor c:
Lucien's gray suit.

"I'm afraid I splattered r-oii, I
your suit, which I greadv admu-:. :

Craning his neck to rhe ri::-
red on his shoulder. The ofi:.:
brown notebook.

"Monsieur. Your tailor:"
"Millet. On the rue de ll,:,- ,

that Germans were meticuloLr. :.
The German carefullr'..,,: ..

notebook in his trouser pock::,
"Thank you so much. \,r .

artistry of French tailors, no: -'l
French har.,e us beat in all the ::.,
concede that Gallic culrure i. -

every.thing except fightinr \1'a::

at his obsen'ation, as did the :,
Lucien followed suit ar-ii "-.
After the laughter subsice :

salute. "I won't keep you anr' l- :- .
Lucien nodded and u,i--<- -,

earshot, he muttered "Gerr----:
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continued on at an almost leisurely pace. Running through
the streets of Paris had become a death wish-as the poor
devil lying facedown in the street had found out. Seeing a

man rnurdered had frightened him, he realized, but he really
wasn't upset that the man was dead. A11 that mattered was

that he wasn't dead. It bothered him that he had so little com-
passion for his fellow man.

But no wonder-he'd been brought up in a family where
compassion didn't exist.

His father, a university-trained geologist of some distinc-
tion, had had the same dog-eat-dog view of life as the most
ignorant peasant. When it came to the misfortune of others,

his philosophv had been tough shit, better him than me. The
late Professor Jean-Baptiste Bernard hadn't seemed to rcaltze
that human beings, including his wife and children, had feel-
ings. His love and affection had been heaped upon inanimate
objects-the rocks and minerals of France and her colonies-
and he demanded that his two sons love them as well. Before
most children could read, Lucien and his older brother,
Mathieu, had been taught the names of every sedimentary,
igneous, and metamorphic rock in every one of France's nine
geological provinces.

His father tested them at suppertime, setting rocks on the
table for them to narre. He was merciless if they made even

one mistake, like the time l,ucien couldn't identif, bertrandite,
a member of the silicate family., and his father had ordered him
to put the rock in his mouth so he would never forget it. To this
day, he remernbered bertrandite's bitter taste.

He had hated his father, but now he wondered if he was

more like his father than he wanted to admit.
As Lucien walked on in the glaring heat of the Tuiv after-

noon, he looked up at the buildings claci in limestone (a
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sedimentary rock of the calciun ,

beautiful rusticated bases, tall u-ir:

and balconies with finely detaile.

ported on carved stone consoles.

doors of the apartment blocks r,,

children playrng in the inrerior c,:,

when he was a boy. He passed

vghich a black-and-white cat gaz.,

Lucien loved every buildinq ::
the most beautiful ciry in the ,,',

roamed all over Paris, exploring r:-
and boulevards down to the gr:r-.

poorest districts. He could read :
walls of these buildings. If that F.

off, never again rvould he har-e .-=
walk these cobbiestone streets. ,, :

baking bread in the boulangerie .

Farther down the rue la BL,::
standing back from their plare:_.
avoid being spotted from the .::.
seen the shooting. A verv tar :. -:
entrance of the Caf6 d'Ete. \\-: -

man, who seemed to be the o1\'n::.
"The bathroom's in the ba.i
I-ucien thanked him and t.---..

was a tlpical dark Parisian cr-i.
tiled floor with small tables rl-,:-
stocked bar on the opposite .i;,
the unthinkable in Paris: ir h:; .

basic necessities of life-ciqarer:- -

such an ingrained part of his e-.,..,

daily to smoke fake cigarettes r---:.
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:rink the watered-down swill that passed for wine. The Cafe
; Et6 patrons, who had probably seen what had happened,

stopped talking and looked down at their glasses when Lucien
passed, acting as if he'd been contaminated by his contact with
the Germans. It reminded him of the time he'd been in a caf€,

when five German enlisted men blundered in. The place had
gone totally silent, as if someone had turned off a switch on a
radio. The soldiers had left immediately.

In the filthy bathroom, Lucien took off his suit jacket
to begin the cleanup. A few blobs of blood the size of peas

dotted the back of the jacket, and one was on the sleeve. He
tried to blot out the Jew's blood, but faint stains remained.
This annoyed him-he only had one good business suit. A
tall, handsome man i,vith a full head of wary brown hair,
Lucien was quite particular about his clothes. His wife,
Celeste, was clever about practical matters, though. She could
probably get the bloodstains out of his jacket. He stood back
and looked at himself in the mirror aboye the sink to make
sure there wasn't any blood on his face or in his hair, then
suddenly looked at his watch and reahzed his appointment
was in ten minutes. He put his jacket back on and threw the
soiled towel in the sink.

Once in the street, he couldn't help looking back at the
corner where the shooting had taken place. The Germans and

the body were gone; only a large pool of blood marked the
spot of the shooting. The Germans were unbelievably efficient
people. The French would have stood around the corpse, chat-
ting and smoking cigarettes. Full rigor mortis would have set

in by the time they had carted tt Lway. Lucien almost started

trotting but slowed his pace to a brisk walk. He hated being
late, but he wasn't about to be shot in the back of the skull
because of his obsession with punctuality. Monsieur Manet

:::: JgE P,fntS \

would understand. Still, this met
job, and Lucien didn't want to rr

Lucien had learned early in h
a business as well as an art, ancl

job from a new client as a one-sa
in a series of commissions. And :
The man he was to meet, August:
until the war used to make engii-re

mobile makers. Before an initi.il :

would always research his backe:
and N{onsieur Manet definitelr :-

a distinguished family thar u.err :

tried his hand at industry, sonc-
Wealth from business \vas corr:: :

he had multiplied the familr ibr,..
on the automobile craze, specri--l:l

Manet was in an excellent :. .

tracts during the Occupation. E,, :
in May 1940, a mass exodu. :.
ing the north of rhe countn t - 

.

they'd be safe. Many industri.., ..
move their entire factories, ii-Lci -- -.

But Manet had rernained crrh: ;...:
uith all his factories intact,

Normally, a defeated courr..
but Getman). was in the br.isi:--.,-

for its fight with rhe Russiiini
able French businesses .\vere .r,,-..: -

mat6riel. At first, French b,:.::-.,
tion with the Germans as rfe ;.. :'

hat,ing tl-reir businesses apprLr'_-:r.: .

compensation or accepting tlr; - . .
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had chosen the latter. Lucien was betting that Manet was a
pragmatic man and that he was producing weapons for the
Luftwaffe or the Wehrmacht. And that meanr new factory
space, which Lucien could design for him.

Before the war, whenever Lucien was on his way to meet
a client for the first time, his imagination ran wild with visions
of success-especially when he knew the client was rich. He
tried to rein in his imagination now, telling himself to be pes-

simistic. Every time he got his hopes up high these days, they
were smashed to bits. Like in 1938, when he was just about
to start a store on the rue de la Tour d'Auvergne and then the
client went bankrupt because of a divorce. Or the big estate in
Orl6ans whose owner was arrested for embezzlement. He told
himself to be grateful for any crumb of work that he could find
1n wartrme.

Having nearly forgotten the incident w,ith the Jew, Lucien's
mind began to formulate a generic design of a factory that would
be quite suitable for any type of war production. As he turned
up the avenue Marceau, he smiled as he always did whenever he

thought of a new design.

':J:il'in2 .

T UCIEN CH ECKED H IS \,\'\TC h
lJrvood door of 28 rue Galile.
satisfaction that he was one min*:
W'hat other man could walk ali :
get shot by a German, clean a de.
and make it in time? The expenr:
one should always budget an e\i::
client appointment. His prized C
ents had given him upon his srai _

p.m., which was actually the tie,.
first official act had been to im:,-
occupied France. It was reall' :
two years of occupation, the tirri:
Lucien, even more than the S\\-.r:r :
signs the Germans had plasterei :

He stepped inside and u-as :;'
shade of the foyer. He lor.ed ih:.,
by Baron Haussmann when hr :
the 1850s to re-create the cin-. L--.
and the strong horizontal lines l:..,
and their metal balconies. He L, -:
Caire that was similar to thi-c or-.

Since 1931, Lucien had ab,.r--
cal references in his work to 'Dei _ :: :
embracing the aesthetic oi rh: B--
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the German architect Walter Gropius that pioneered modern
architecture and design (the one instance in which Teutonic
taste definitely triumphed over the Gallic). Still, he admired
these great apartment blocks that Napoleon III had champi-
oned. His admiration had grown when he'd visited his brother
in New York before the war. The apartment buildings there
were junk compared to those in Paris.

He walked to the concierge's apartment, directJy to the left
of the entry. The glass door yawned open, and an old woman
smoking a cigarette was sitting at a table covered with a garish
yel1ow-flowered cloth. Lucien cleared his throat, and she said,

without moving a muscle and still gazing into space, "He's in
38. . . and the lift's out."

As Lucien climbed the ornate curving stair to the third
floor, his heart began to race-not only because he was out of
shape, but also because he was so anxious. Would N1anet have

a real project for him, or would this meeting lead to nothing?
And if it was a pro.ject, would it be a chance to shorv his talent?

Lucien kner,v he had talent. He'd been told by a couple of
well-known architects, w-hom he had w-orked for in Paris after
graduating from school. With a few years' experience and belief
in his ability, he then y,,ent out on his own. It r,vas hard to build
up a practice, doubly hard because he was a modernist and
modern architecture v.as just beginning to be accepted. Most
clients still wanted something traditional. Nevertheless, he was

able to earn a steadyliving. Butjust as an actor needed a break-
out role to become a star) an architect needed a career-making
project. And Lucien, now thirty-five, hadn't managed to land
that one all-important project. He'd come close only once,

when he'd been a finalist for a new public library but had been

beaten out by Flenri Devereaux, whose uncle's brother-in-lavv'
was the deputy minister of culture. Abilitv wasn't enough; one

:::: Jge, p,rnrS -\

needed the right connections like
have-that and luck.

He looked down at his shoe.
treads of the great stair. Thev r,,-:

good pair he wore to meetiug..
looked shiny and fashionable, :rni
With leather in short suppl1., or-rr,

out he turned to wooden soles i:
which didn't fare so well in rvinre :
a pair of leather-soled shoes. He
soles clattering on the streets ot P.

the clogs worn by peasants.

Lucien was startled r,vhen h:
of very expensive dark brou.n sh

ing right in front of his face. L ^

sharply creased trouser legs to ; . .'

Auguste N1anet.

"Monsieur Bernard, rvhat a : -
Before Lucien reached rr.

his hand.
Lucien pulled himself up tir. -

a 1ean, white-haired man in his .:-, .

seemed to be chiseled from .r-.:-
above Lucien. He seemed e\-en :,:-

"The pleasure is mv mine. r :

"Monsieur Gaston was ai:..,'.-_-

building you did for him, so I h": -

tiful job." The old man's hands:-...
something you'd expect from i.:. r-_-.:

They were off to an exce ller , ,

took an instant liking to this : _

man. Back tn 1937, he'd done , -
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